Glossary

Absolute risk. An expression of excess risk based on the assumption that
the excess risk from radiation exposure adds to the underlying (base-
line) risk by an increment dependent on dose but independent of the
underlying natural risk.

Absorbed dose. The mean energy imparted by ionizing radiation to an
irradiated medium per unit mass. Units: gray (Gy), rad.

Activity. The mean number of decays per unit time of a radioactive nuclide.
Units: becquerel (Bq), curie (Ci).

Additive interaction model (AIM). The assumption that the total risk from
exposures to radiation and to another risk factor is equal to the sum
of the excess risks from the two taken separately.

Adenosarcoma. A mixed tumor which consists of a substance like embryonic
connective tissue together with glandular elements.

Alpha particle. Two neutrons and two protons bound as a single particle
that is emitted from the nucleus of certain radioactive isotopes in the
process of decay or disintegration.

Aneuploid. Having numbers of chromosomes not equal to exact multiples
of the haploid number. Down syndrome is an example.

Ankylosing spondylitis. Arthritis of the spine.

Ataxia telangiectasia (AT). An inherited disorder associated with an in-
creased risk of cancer, lymphoma in particular, and characterized by
immunologic, chromosomal, and DNA defects.
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